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Intelligence Memorandum

Subject: Current Soviet Attitude Toward Feaceful Bettlement of the -
Korean War. - ‘ ' :

_ 1. Within the last two months there have beep g mumber of reported
Soviet peace "feelers" Tegarding Korea. ‘These "feelers," which have been
generally of a low level and devious éharacter,'suggest that the USsr
would be willing to settle the Korean War cn the bagis of a return to
the atgtus quo ante. Judging from present evidence they probadly do not
. represent wore Than Soviet efforts to probe’ the position of the Western
powers, and at the same time to oper up one or wovre channels which could
be utilized should the USSR decide upon a settlement. For the most part,

b May of the Senate hearings concerning US policy toward the Far Eaat,
'¥hich made 1t clear that the US was determined to continue the Korean War
in the absence of an acceptable settlement ang might in the future feel

forced to expand heasures against the Chinese Communists,

2. Boviet delegate to the United Najions Malik denled on 28 May,
perhaps because of the premsture publicity, that the USSR has made any
offer to discuss a settlement of the Xorean War. According to the .
Isreeli delegation to the UN, Malik on 14 March took the initiative in
ralsing the KXorean question,-apparently seeking tha views of the Israeltl
delegate as to the roseibility of settlemert, Avout 7 April Malik, when
asked by a memher of the US UN delegation about Soviet obJectives in
Korea, replied that his govermment wanted & peaceful eolution. This
statement merely reiterated the Jublic position taken by the USSR ever
8ince the beginning of the Korean Wer, firat clearly emuncisted at the
time of the Gromyko-Xelly talks in Moscow during July 1950. On 2 May,
during an exchange of views with members of the U3 delegation, Malik
declared that the Ug definitely does not want a pescetul settlement of
the Xorean War, but that 1f » settlement weme really desired it might
be accomplished through the Parig conference. He oald Purther that the

. Korean dispute, as well a8 .other outetanding mstters; could and should
be settled by discussion between the US ana Soviet Governments and that
the Soviet position on such militery discuseions ig well known. He also
stated-twice'that any settlement must contzain honswrsble terms for sll
interested rartiea, apparently referrving to Chipese Communist conditions
Por settlement. Despite these statements, Soviet officials, including
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Rembers of the Soviet delegation to the Deputy Poreign Minigters® meeting
at Paris, have not reacted to general; tentative approaches by US repre-
Bentatives. There have been, however, seversl circuitous feelers which
have reached the US through the representatives of neutral countries. They
. were of such a nature that the Soviet Governwent was 1in Lo way officially
assoclated with them ang could, therefore,-easily deny their existence.

. 3= On Bevera]l occasions during April ang May the Yugoslav UN dele-

. 8ate has expressed: the view thet the USSR msy be alwost ready for g
negotiated gettlement, He stated that 8talin'g self-iuterviev of 16
February contained a form of Soviet p2ace feeler despite all i%ts propa-
ganda. The Yugoslay delegate was inclined %o believe that the Soviet
Govermment takes & serious view of the Present military 8ituation in
Korea, since Chinese Communiast military setbacks cannot be retrieved
without e Boviet intervention which would probably lesd to global war .-
& situation he thinks the USSR wishes o avold. If the US, were to invade
North Xorea again ang the Boviet Union did mot Intervens, Soviet Prestige
would be geriously demaged throughout Asla. The Yugeslev delegate
thought that & secret discussion initiateq by the US with some Soviet
official helg Promise but thet 1t would be only an initial step to be
expanded later into g full-geale conference with at least Chinese Com-
munist rarticipation, - . '

7

War has not changed since the North Korear invasion of 25 June 1950. While

hint of direct Boviet involvement in the contlict permity maxiem maneu-
verability in almoat any direction. In any case, current Moacow Propa-
ganda does not brovide a reliable guide to the intentions of the Boviet
Government with regard to Korea, since support for the Commmniet forces
oppoaing the UN must be reconciled with the USSR ‘s world pesce campaign,
Vhich is designed to influence the non-Conmunlset masgges against their
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